Young White Girl Liza Scott Sells Lemonade to Pay for Her 
Brain Surgery 
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When people have to crowdfund their medical bills, the vast majority of which campaigns never even come 
close to reaching their goals, you know we have a perverse, upside-down medical system. But that could be 
glossed over as capitalism doing its thing, which is an immoral response for sure. That said, when seven- 
year-olds don’t think they'll live much longer and have to sell lemonade to pay for their brain surgery, without 
which they will die, you know that it’s not just Big Pharma that’s problematic, but the entire economic system 
on the whole. Or, at least that is what you should conclude. 
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For her customers, it’s (lemonade) a cool, thirst-quenching treat. But for Liza, it’s a sign of hope and 
perseverance in the face of adversity because the proceeds from each glass of lemonade will help 
fund Liza’s upcoming brain surgeries. “She has three cerebral malformations,” Elizabeth Scott said. 
“One is what they call a schizencephaly. So it’s a cleft in the frontal lobe in the right side of her brain, 
and we think that’s what’s causing the seizures.” According to the National Institute of Neurological 
Disorders and Stroke, schizencephaly is “an extremely rare developmental birth defect characterized 
by abnormal slits, or clefts, in the cerebral hemispheres of the brain.” “In most every instance of these 
rare malformations doctors only see one malformation — in Liza’s case she has 3,” Elizabeth Scott 
wrote on Liza’s Mightycause page. Elizabeth Scott purchased additional insurance to help pay for 
Liza’s brain surgeries. But with travel and hotel costs heaped on top of medical expenses, the family is 
already nearing $10,000 in out-of-pocket expenses. 


Chalking this up to an unfortunate anecdote is a cute theory when you have no health problems, or if you are 
just resentful of economic sanity. But in a world where surgeries often run off bills in the six-figure range; 
where most American can’t afford a several hundred-dollar emergency as it is; where prohibitively expensive 
insurance routinely denies coverage in life-threatening situations, or saddles you with bill just as you'd rather 
recover than think about money; in such a world, and it is ours, folks might as well get their kids squeezing 
lemons at birth. Because, if the shit hits the fan, and not to make a pun, you’re going to need every last drop. 


There is the alternative reality where healthcare is no longer seen as a business for corporate administrators, 
medical experts, pharmaceutical executives and insurance brokers to get rich, but as a political right afforded 
all citizens. In that reality, Liza Scott would already have received the surgeries she needed and the family 
could rest easy with her in recovery, knowing that no bill will ever come due, as no bill would exist. Would 
you like to live in such a world? Then stop voting for corporate nincompoops who sweet talk you with centrist 
fairytales. Conservatives will tell you in their cynical tone, historical illiteracy and profound love of greed that 
this lazy taker should just work harder, perhaps at two lemonade stands, when really the solution is to 
instead put people in power who will take on Big Pharma. And that means no more Republicans or corporate 
Democrats bumping into the corridors of power. We owe that to Liza, and future Liza’s. In the meantime, 
please donate what you can to Liza’s campaign for donations here. 


Links 


Donations: https:/www.mightycause.com/story/Lemonadeforliza 
Archive: https://archive.vn/OGWEX 


Not feel-good: https://twitter.com/Gravellnstitute/status/1365482853899853825 
Archive: https://archive.vn/bqY VX 


Capitalist stage: https://twitter.com/heraclitean1 1/status/1365486350645014533 
Archive: https://archive.vn/WwZHT 


Work harder: https://twitter.com/odargian/status/13654968246 19032583 
Archive: https://archive.vn/WmkKra 


2/3 


‘| hope | make it’: 7-year-old Alabama girl sells lemonade to fund her own brain surgeries 

CBS 42: https:/Awww.cbs42.com/news/local/i-hope-i-make-it-7-year-old-alabama-girl-selling-lemonade-to- 
fund-her-own-brain-surgeries/ 

Archive: https://archive.vn/2eFhR 


‘| hope | make it’: 7-year-old Alabama girl sells lemonade to fund her own brain surgeries 

WJBF: https://www.wjbf.com/news/u-s-world-news/i-hope-i-make-it-7-year-old-alabama-girl-sells-lemonade- 
to-fund-her-own-brain-surgeries/ 

Archive: https://archive.vn/MxAsW 
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